CNS tumors: supportive management of the patient and family.
Malignancies of the central nervous system (CNS) present unique and serious challenges to patient, family, and caregiver. The incidence of CNS malignancies is growing, as individuals are living longer with cancer, and many CNS tumors are metastatic. Regardless of etiology, tumors of the cranium and spinal canal require ongoing assessment, intervention, and supportive management. Yet, even with advances in overall therapeutic modalities, successful treatment of CNS malignancies remains elusive. This paper discusses supportive management of the individual with a CNS tumor.